


Here we are, another edition of the Festival, Earth 
Garden. It was a great journey, and like every journey it 
has memorable times, not all are positive, but here we 
are and we are definitely proud of what the Festival has 
become; a great experience of art, music and culture 
in one event. We have grown, but we took our time 
and this was probably our key to success. Success, in 
this case, is not being in the limelight, but success for 
the organisers means seeing our audience increasing, 
not only in number but also coming from different 
countries, thus bringing in a multicultural aspect to the 
festival.

So we have referred to the festival in many ways 
throughout the editions, “3 days of sun, fun and 
music”, but there was little sun and quite some rain, 
in our second edition, surely the fun and music never 
left us. We were sad in our fourth edition as we lost the 
founder of this festival, Desmond Vella. It was hard for 
us, but it would have been a dishonour to our friend, 
not to organise the festival he loved so much.

We had “the festival of colours” and it truly is, not only 
the décor but the colourful people that attend, making 
the Festival unique. This is “the local green festival”, 
was another reference, and we surely are proud of the 

progress; there is more to do for our Mother Earth, but 
we are glad we are doing our little part. Last year, we 
saved almost 4000kg of waste resources. We sincerely 
believe that with the help of all those who attend our 
festival we can do more. On the other hand we promise 
to do our part and continue to improve.

This year it’s a celebration, of all the hard work, the fun, 
the sun, the music, the people and again another step 
towards more growth for the Festival!

This 10th anniversary celebration we present one 
festival, with one main stage: the Roots stage that 
will host all the concerts and major acts. This stage 
is becoming bigger, literally, with 22m of width and 
definitely louder hosting different styles of music 
such as folk, reggae, ska and world music. It is the 
amalgamation of the Greek Theatre to the Roots Stage, 
forming the largest stage ever seen in any edition of 
Earth Garden. Yet again, the Roots stage will surely 
be a showcase of concerts from international, such as 
Neville Staple, Tape Five & Nicky Bomba and local acts, 
Tribali, Etnika&Brikkuni.

This is all happening at the National Park, Ta’ Qali on 3, 
4 and 5 June 2016.

THE FESTIVAL RETURNS 
TAKING A STEP INTO A DECADE
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Prior to any eco awareness trend hitting the global 
agenda, Earth Garden has placed green initiatives as 
one of its forefront polices. Every edition, a number of 
initiatives evolved and improved throughout the growth 
of the festival.  Last year was significant, as the experts 

were called in and the festival reached a level where it 
was not just about recycling, but educating our festival 
audience in taking action. Earth Garden has been 
established as a creditable green brand that has built 
its own social responsibility. 

GET GREENER WITH US
JOIN THE LOCAL GREEN FESTIVAL
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THE FESTIVAL
10 AREAS, OVER 50 PERFORMANCES

ENCHANTED FOREST
This area on Friday, presents sessions by Electro-Swing Malta; on Saturday, a world music night by Mundo Muzika 
featuring live performances and Sunday, hosted by Juuls featuring reggae music. All through the afternoons it’s time for 
the Strongbow acoustic sets.

ETHNIC MARKET
Here visitors can walk through the stands filled with 
handmade creations amidst a colourful array of 
unique and attractive designs within a free-spirited 
atmosphere.

FOOD COURT
In the food court area one finds an array of stands 
providing different world cuisine dishes, as well as, 
vegetarian and healthy options. Definitely not the 
typical fast food.

CAMPING SITE
For three days, the Camping Site will be set again 
under the pine trees. This area opens on Friday at 2pm 
and closes on Monday at 9am.

FUN PARK
The Fun Park will make a return and promises to be 
not just fun for the young ones, but also for the young 
at heart!
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WHY NOT? JAMMING
The jamming and chill-out music area hosted by Why 
Not? is a chill-out green area, with a spontaneous burst 
of creativity and a meadow of relaxation.

ROOTS STAGE
The Roots Stage becomes the main and biggest stage 
ever seen in any edition, worthy of a 10th anniversary. 
The Roots is surely a showcase of concerts from 
international and local acts.

WORKSHOPS & HOLISTIC
Earth Garden, for the second time round, dedicates 
an area specifically for workshops, mostly discussing 
healthy living and environmental awareness.

ARTS SQUARE
The Art square will feature an interactive installation 
by local artist Matthew Pandolfino.
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ELECTRONIC SPHERE
The Electronic Sphere is the dance floor area of techno tunes, house and psychedelic music. Hosted, Friday by 
Unfocused with foreign act Trinity. Saturday afternoon by Hazed and evening by Presence, featuring foreign acts DJ Boom 
Shankar and DJ Alexsoph. On Sunday, BLANK presents foreign artist Wendel Sield varying from disco to house music.



The Roots stage started and hosted the culture of live 
bands at Earth Garden. This platform where local and 
international artists share a stage is getting bigger and 
stronger for this 10th edition. The biggest investment is 
being made in production, structure and participation 
of international artists that will hail from Europe, 
Africa, Australia, South America and Middle East – 
truly a world music festival. 

This stage is not getting bigger only in terms of hosting 
the biggest number of international and local artists 
yet; but literally getting bigger. The Roots Stage will be 
a 22metre stage, as always colourful, but with a new 
and fresh deco, inspired by the likes of Glastonbury, 
Tomorrowland and V festivals – worthy of a 10th 
anniversary. For all music lovers this will be a 3-day 
music marathon of live performances.

THE ROOTS STAGE 
OUR MAIN STAGE
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Nicky Bomba is an Australian musician and singer-
songwriter. He is the leader of Melbourne Ska 
Orchestra, front man of his band, Bomba, as well as 
the former drummer and percussionist of John Butler 
Trio (2003–04, 2009–13). He has performed in other 
acts and as a solo artist. He is always applauded by our 
festival audience and the is familiar and loved by the 
Earth Garden Crowd.

Our Aussie friend, musician and singer-songwriter 
will present a different act for this year’s edition of 
Earth Garden. He will perform on our Roots Stage 
accompanied by a 12-piece Ska Orchestra. Nicky 
Bomba & the Malta Ska Orchestra is a collaboration 
with Mark Kram who will also pen all the musical 
arrangements for this gig.

Neville Staple’s thirty-five year career makes this artist 
an institution in the Ska music scene. The early days, 
way back in the late ‘70s, he was part of bands of the 
likes of The Coventry Automatics, The Specials and 
FunBoy3. In the ‘90s he moved to The Special Beat and 
various other collaborations during his solo career. 

Following on from the 2009 The Specials reunion and 
Neville’s departure from the band in late 2012, he 
continues to be a forerunner of the ska movement, and 
continues to thrill audiences worldwide with his own 
excellent band, The Neville Staple Band. 
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Nicky Bomba & the 
Malta Ska Orchestra

The Neville Staple Band – UK



Tape Five – Germany
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TAPE FIVE combines a variety of styles and influences 
with an eye for classy compositions with the focus is 
on Swing or Electro-Swing, but you´ll hear Bossanova, 
Latin and NuJazz, Hiphop, Reggea or Tango grooves as 
well, with very distinct and vivid retro interpretations.

The live TAPE FIVE has been performing concerts, 
festivals and events in Germany, UK, France, Italy, 
Switzerland, Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Romania, 
Albania, Greece, Slovakia, Czech Republik, Hungary, 
Bulgary, Ukraine, Russia, Brazil and South Korea!

The year 2016 marks a decade since Brikkuni’s 
inception. Weathering several line-up changes and 
their front man’s penchant for self-sabotage, the band’s 
appeal nonetheless endures. 

One could argue that Brikkuni spearheaded the revival 
of pop music sung in the local vernacular. With two 
critically acclaimed albums under their belt, the 2008’s 
Kuntrabanda and 2012’s Trabokk, and a third in the 
offing, the band is showing no signs of slowing down. 

Brikkuni



Etnika

EARTH GARDEN PROGRAMME      09

Some 15 years ago, a small but enthusiastic group 
of friends on the Mediterranean island of Malta 
succeeded in achieving the unimaginable: to almost 
single-handedly revive the lost Maltese roots music 
genre. The band etnika was born. The unlikely, yet 
irresistible result was enchanting and at the same time 
it challenged people’s perception of their own musical 
identity, turning the tide toward a newly found national 
pride that made etnika an instant success.

Following a long hiatus in which etnika members 
pursued their own projects in Malta and abroad, a new 
idea started to form.  The collective nostalgia created a 
need to go back to the essence of the music, forming a 
reduced, back-to-basics touring band with which etnika 
members could express a more profound sentiment and 
work on an almost unplugged acoustic sound, free from 
effects and fanfare.

The Tribali experience culminates in all its worth during 
the band’s performances, with an array of movement, 
colour and dynamic sounds that leave the audiences 
enthralled for days.The versatility in musical genres 
present in their songs is a key contributor to the band’s 
concerts. Indeed, the spectrum of styles ranges from 
classical to rock, to reggae and psychedelic, allowing 
the band to attract audiences from all generations. 
The band prides itself in liaising with their artistic 
director in order to ensure that stage set up varies from 
one performance to another, thereby providing the 
crowd with a new visual experience each time. These 
elements together with Tribali’s efforts to leave ample 
space for crowd interaction during their concerts leaves 
the audience feeling like they participated in making 
the live experience an unforgettable one full of 
positive energy. 

Tribali
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FRIDAY 03 JUNE 2016

ARTIST TIME

CUSHION 19.30 - 20.15

THE BUSKER 20.30 - 21.15

NEVILLE STAPLE - UK 21.30 - 22.30

TRIBALI 22.45 - 00.00

NAKARA PROJECT 00.15 - 01.00

SATURDAY 04 JUNE 2016

ARTIST TIME

HANNAH BROWN - UK 16.00 - 16.20

THE RANCH 16.30 - 17.15

RELIKC 17.30 - 18.15

PON DI CORNER – SOUTH AMERICA & EUROPE 18.30 - 19.15

ETNIKA 19.30 - 20.15

MOHAMMAD REZA MORTAZAVI – IRAN 20.30 - 21.15

TINA MWENI & NAMASTE – FRANCE 21.30 - 22.15

THE RIFFFS 22.30 - 23.45

TAPE FIVE - GERMANY 00.00 - 01.00

SUNDAY 05 JUNE 2016

ARTIST TIME

CREEPERS 16.00 - 16.45

BARTOLOMEYBITTMANN – AUSTRIA 17.00 - 17.45

KAŻINSKA	 18.00	-	18.45

LOS BOOZAN DUKES – SPAIN 19.00 - 19.45

BRIKKUNI 20.00 - 21.00

AIRTIST – AUSTRIA 21.15 - 22.15

NICKY BOMBA & THE MALTA SKA ORCHESTRA 22.30 - 23.45

IN-SPIRIT 00.00 - 01.00

THE LINE-UP 
ROOTS STAGE PERFORMERS



THE LINE-UP 
ELECTRONIC SPHERE & ENCHANTED FOREST
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FRIDAY 03 JUNE 2016

ARTIST TIME
GEOFF GRIMA 18.00
GLANVILLE/ MIGZ 19.00
SERIAL DEPTH 20.00
TRINITY - GERMANY 21.00
OWEN JAY 22.00

FRIDAY EVENING

19.00 Onwards
DOCKERBONE
THE CHEF
ZICOTRON

ACOUSTIC SESSIONS

SATURDAY 04 JUNE 2016

ARTIST TIME
MICROLITH 14.00
FABRICKA (LIVE) 15.00
KERG 16.00
STIMULUS TIMBRE (LIVE) 17.00

SATURDAY EVENING

18.00 Onwards
WILLIAM BELLIA
NIK X CONTI
ANTOINE
MUNDO MUZIKA
JANGAL

SATURDAY AFTERNOON

ORGANIC CHOIR MALTA 14.00
ANDY BARNETT 15.00
MANTRA MALTA 16.00
RUBE - SPAIN 17.00

SUNDAY 05 JUNE 2016

ARTIST TIME
DALE 14.00
LOUIE G 15.00
WENDEL SIELD - HOLLAND 17.00
GORDON FLASH 20.00
MATO 22.00

SUNDAY EVENING

18.00 Onwards
NICKY JUULS
FREEDOM FIGHTERS
SALTED DREAD

SUNDAY AFTERNOON

HANNAH BROWN - UK 14.00
MARK RAPA 15.00
TONI CURMI 16.00
CHRIS TANTI & KIM PEPE 17.00

ARTIST TIME
ROD MINUS 18.00
MOODSHIFTER 19.00
SOUL KONTAKT 20.00
ALEXSOPH - GERMANY 21.30
BOOM SHANKAR - GERMANY 23.00



WORKSHOPS & HEALING 
HOSTED BY WHYNOT!

Earth Garden, for the second time round, dedicates an area 
specifically for workshops, mostly discussing healthy living and 
environmental awareness.

FRIDAY 03 JUNE 2016

WORKSHOP TIME

OPENING SHAMANIC SOUND CEREMONY 19.00 - 20.30
ECSTATIC RHYTHMS DANCE JOURNEY 20.45 - 22.45
AMBIENT CHILL OUT VORTEX 22.45 +

SATURDAY 04 JUNE 2016

WORKSHOP TIME

ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE 09.00 - 10.30
MANTRA CHANTING CIRCLE 10.45 - 12.15
LOVE	YOURSELF…	LOVE	THE	PLANET	 12.30	-	14.00
ART HEALING 14.15 - 15.45
PERMACULTURE 16.00 - 17.00
HOLOTROPIC MIND 17.15 - 18.15
QI GONG 18.30 - 19.15
SHUT UP AND SHAKE! 19.20 - 20.10
ACRO YOGA 20.15 - 22.00
AMBIENT CHILL OUT VORTEX 22.00 +

SUNDAY 05 JUNE 2016

WORKSHOP TIME

FOR THE LOVE OF YOGA 09.30 - 11.00
DIVINE SOUND JOURNEY/MEDITATION 10.30 - 11.00
OPEN HEARTS MEETING 11.15 - 12.45
NON-VIOLENT COMMUNICATION: A LANGUAGE OF LIFE 13.00 - 14.30
SUPERFOOD NUTRITION WORKSHOP 14.45 - 15.45
MAKING CHANGE HAPPEN 16.00 - 17.00
CONSCIOUS BUSINESS 17.15 - 18.15
FEAR INTO FREEDOM 18.30 - 19.45
SHAMANGELIC CLOSING CIRCLE & CELEBRATION 20.00- 22.00
AMBIENT CHILL OUT VORTEX 22.00 +
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TICKETS
PRICES & TICKET OUTLETS

CAMPING TICKET
First & Second Batch Sold Out
Very Limited Tickers in the Third Batch
Out in May - More details next week
3 Day Pass - Access All Areas
Including Concerts

3 DAY PASS
Access All Areas,
including Concerts,
excluding Camping
Available online & from ticket Outlets

1 DAY PASS
Access All Areas,
including Concerts,
excluding Camping
To be used Fri or Sat or Sun
Available online & from ticket Outlets

/ PERSON

/ PERSON

/ PERSON

€30

€15

€10

Gozo  Cafe	Jubilee	•	Rabat		-		Mojos	•	Rabat
Central  Cafe	Jubilee	•	Gzira		-		Paper	Clips	•	Msida
North  Saqqaja	Kiosk	•	Rabat		-		Pitstop	•	Xemxija
South  Zion	•	M’Scala
Valletta  Cafe Jubilee
St. Julians  Why Not?  -  Juuls Bar

TICKET OUTLETS

www.earthgarden.com.mt
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